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Can we correctly predict the flip of a fair coin more than half the time — or the decay of a single
radioactive atom? Our intuition, based on a lifetime of experience, tells us that we cannot, as
these are classic examples of what are known to be 50-50 guesses.But mathematics is filled
with counterintuitive results — and this book discusses some surprising and entertaining
examples. It is possible to devise experiments in which a flipped coin lands heads completely at
random half the time, but we can also correctly predict when it will land heads more than half the
time. The Fate of Schrodinger's Cat shows how high-school algebra and basic probability theory,
with the invaluable assistance of computer simulations, can be used to investigate both the
intuitive and the counterintuitive.This book explores fascinating and controversial questions
involving prediction, decision-making, and statistical analysis in a number of diverse areas,
ranging from whether there is such a thing as a 'hot hand' in shooting a basketball, to how we
can successfully predict, more than half the time, the decay of the radioactive atom that
determines the fate of Schrodinger's Cat.

From Publishers WeeklyBased on interviews with 91 internationally recognized creative people-
among them Nobel physicist John Bardeen, arts administrator-performer Kitty Carlisle Hart,
writer Denise Levertov, jazz musician Oscar Peterson, electronics executive Robert Galvin-this
book offers a highly readable anatomy of creativity. As Csikzentmihalyi (Flow) argues, creativity
requires not only unusual individuals, but a culture and field of experts that can foster and
validate such work. Most creative people, the author suggests, have dialectic personalities:
smart yet naive, both extroverted and introverted, etc. Expanding on his previous book,
Csikszentmihalyi suggests that complex and challenging work exemplifies fully engaged "flow."
Synthesizing study results, he reports that none of the interviewees was popular during
adolescence; while they were not necessarily more brilliant than their college peers, they
displayed more "concentrated attention." Later, they kept a consistent focus on future work. The
author reminds us that while individuals can make their own opportunities, a supportive society
offering resources and rewards can foster creativity. His advice may sound like homilies-"Try to
be surprised by something every day"-but is often worthy.Copyright 1996 Reed Business
Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From the
PublisherThis book is about what makes life worth living. The creative excitement of the artist at
her easel or the scientist in the lab. It comes as close to the ideal fulfillment as we all hope to
accomplish, and so rarely do. Professor Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi interviewed more than ninety of
possibly the most interesting people in the world -- people like actor Ed Asner, authors
Robertson Davies and Nadine Gordimer, scientists Jonas Salk and Linus Pauling, and Senator
Eugene McCarthy -- who have changed the way people in their fields think and work to find out



how creativity has been a force in their lives.In his bestselling bookFlow, Professor
Csikszentmihalyi explored states of "optimal experience" -- those times when people report
feelings of concentration and deep enjoyment -- and showed that what makes experience
genuinely satisfying is a state of consciousness called "flow." Here Professor Csikszentmihalyi
builds on his flow theory, profiling individuals who have found ways to make flow a permanent
feature of their lives and at the same time have contributed to society and culture.Professor
Csikszentmihalyi explores why creative people are often seen as selfish and arrogant (even
though they are not) and reveals that the idea of the tortured genius is largely a myth. He argues
that creativity needs to be cultivated not only in traditionally creative fields like sciences and arts,
but also in business, government and education.This book is not so much about the everyday
"creativity" that we all experience but the kind of creativity of artists, scientists and others that
can transform our culture and the way we look at the world. By studying the creative lives of
exceptional people, Professor Csikszentmihalyi shows us how we can all enhance our everyday
lives. His goal is to help us better understand a way of being that is more satisfying and more
fulfilling.--This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From Kirkus
ReviewsA mostly fascinating look at what makes creative people who they are, gleaned largely
from interviews with 91 individuals from a wide variety of fields. Despite the subtitle, social
psychologist Csikszentmihalyi, who invented the idea of ``flow'' and authored a book with that
title, writes relatively little about the enjoyable, ego- and time- transcending absorption in a task
that is conducive to creativity and high achievement. Rather, he focuses on the interplay
between culture, the creative person, and the ``domain'' (sociologese for ``field''), including the
receptivity of experts to new ideas and inventions. He quotes extensively--too much so--from the
subjects he and his research team interviewed, but there are some gems among these
passages, such as writer Madeleine L'Engle's observation that to produce good literature, ``your
intuition and your intellect should be working together . . . making love.'' Csikszentmihalyi's
weakest section consists of detailing ten personality polarities that supposedly distinguish
creative individuals, but that are also applicable to ``balanced'' or ``fulfilled'' individuals. His best
sections consist of longer profiles of individuals as varied as poet Anthony Hecht, ecologist
Barry Commoner, and astronomer Vera Rubin. Also valuable is a concluding prescriptive section
with some helpful advice to the average person on how to make his or her thinking and way of
living more creative, particularly a passage on how to rethink and use a disappointing
experiences, such as being passed over for a promotion. Unfortunately, redundancies make the
work too long by at least a third, and some meaningless or fatuous generalizations also mar the
presentation (e.g., ``Recent studies suggest that the amount of dalliance, marital infidelity and
sexual experimentation [among creative people studied] is much less than earlier estimates had
suggested''). Still, the rich anecdotal material Csikszentmihalyi has mined and analyzed make
this an important study of a vital topic. ($40,000 ad/promo) -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of
this title.From Library JournalBringing together 30 years of research, Csikszentmihalyi



(psychology, Univ. of Chicago) describes this book as "an effort to make more understandable
the mysterious process by which men and women come up with new ideas and new things."
Utilizing the interviews garnered from 91 respondents (ranging from philosopher Mortimer Adler
to biologist Edward O. Wilson to politician Eugene McCarthy), the author of the best-selling Flow
(LJ 3/15/90) demonstrates the processes that these acknowledged creative thinkers and doers
go through and the characteristics that make them stand out. He deals with what makes them
and others like them "creative"?which he defines as "a process by which a symbolic domain in
the culture is changed"?and how the conduct of their professional and personal lives illustrates
these traits. Csikszentmihalyi also deals with creativity and aging and ways to enhance one's
own personal creativity. Although the benefits of this study to scholars are obvious, this thought-
provoking mixture of the scholarly and colloquial will enlighten inquisitive general readers, too. A
welcome addition to both academic and public libraries.?David M. Turkalo, Suffolk Univ. Law
Sch. Lib., BostonCopyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of
print or unavailable edition of this title.About the AuthorMihaly Csikszentmihalyi is distinguished
professor of psychology and management at Claremont Graduate University. He is a former
professor and chairman of the department of psychology at the University of Chicago. He is also
the founder and codirector of the Quality of Life Research Center, a nonprofit research institute
that studies positive psychology. His books include Flow: The Psychology of Optimal Experience
and The Evolving Self, as well as numerous articles and contributions to other works.--This text
refers to the audioCD edition.Review''This thought-provoking mixture of scholarly and colloquial
will enlighten inquisitive…readers.'' --Library Journal (starred review)''The rich anecdotal
material Csíkszentmihályi has mined and analyzed make this an important study of a vital topic.''
--Kirkus Reviews --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.Review''This
thought-provoking mixture of scholarly and colloquial will enlighten inquisitive…readers.'' --
Library Journal (starred review)''The rich anecdotal material Csíkszentmihályi has mined and
analyzed make this an important study of a vital topic.'' --Kirkus Reviews --This text refers to an
alternate kindle_edition edition.From the Inside FlapThe classic study of the creative process
from the national bestselling author of Flowcreativity is about capturing those moments that
make life worth living. Legendary psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi reveals what leads to
these moments--be it the excitement of the artist at the easel or the scientist in the lab--so that
this knowledge can be used to enrich people's lives. Drawing on nearly one hundred interviews
with exceptional people, from biologists and physicists, to politicians and business leaders, to
poets and artists, as well as his thirty years of research on the subject, Csikszentmihalyi uses his
famous flow theory to explore the creative process. He discusses such ideas as why creative
individuals are often seen as selfish and arrogant, and why the tortured genius is largely a myth.
Most important, he explains why creativity needs to be cultivated and is necessary for the future
of our country, if not the world.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.From the
Back CoverThe classic study of the creative process from the national bestselling author of
Flowcreativity is about capturing those moments that make life worth living. Legendary



psychologist Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi reveals what leads to these moments—be it the
excitement of the artist at the easel or the scientist in the lab—so that this knowledge can be
used to enrich people's lives. Drawing on nearly one hundred interviews with exceptional people,
from biologists and physicists, to politicians and business leaders, to poets and artists, as well
as his thirty years of research on the subject, Csikszentmihalyi uses his famous flow theory to
explore the creative process. He discusses such ideas as why creative individuals are often
seen as selfish and arrogant, and why the "tortured genius" is largely a myth. Most important, he
explains why creativity needs to be cultivated and is necessary for the future of our country, if not
the world.--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.Read more
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David J. Aldous, “Great for the high school math club. Most paradoxes in probability are like
magic tricks: impressive at first sight, but disappointing when you are shown how they are done.
Suppose someone shows you 2 envelopes containing different, unknown to you, amounts of
money. You can choose one and open it. Common sense suggests that, however you might
then guess which envelope has more money, you cannot have more than 50% chance of being
correct. But you can! This is "Blackwell's bet" and is indeed paradoxical, even when you see
how it's done.This short book starts with variants of that idea (hint: external randomization).
Then meanders through topics such as computer simulations of toy models in sports. It has a
pleasant conversational style -- talking about how one might think about problems, rather than
merely explaining mathematical techniques and results. It strikes me as a useful resource in
seeking to engage the interest of mathematically-inclined high school students. by showing a
little real mathematics in "story" settings. But too narrow and inconsequential for the general
"popular science" reader. And the implied (cat) connection with quantum theory is alas more
than somewhat fanciful.”

Len W., “Thought Provoking and Fun to Read. It’s a mathematical buffet! Fill your plate with one
chapter, enjoy it and then go back for more. The 12 chapters, can, for the most part, can be read
out of order. (Chapters 3, 4 and 5 should be read in order.) Stein succeeds in keeping
mathematical notation to a minimum, using tables and illustrations efficiently. He writes in the
first person and offers personal anecdotes, making the read informal and fun. The book targets
a wide audience of those interested in the real world application of mathematics.The book’s
mathematical content centers on probability theory, the basic laws of which are given in the
book’s appendix. Mathematical probability is one of the most counterintuitive areas of
mathematics, which, as presented by Stein, may cause the reader to reconsider conventional
beliefs relating to sports, physics, advertising, and other day to day occurrences.Example: Can
the outcome of a fair coin toss be predicted with a success rate greater than 50%?Within the
context of reasonable assumptions, the answer is “Yes”!The book’s subtitle, "Using Math and
Computers to Explore the Counterintuitive", points to Stein’s use of computer simulations to
support his conclusions. The simulations serve to model real world phenomena and can easily
be constructed by readers with minimal programming experience.I’ve read other James Stein
books including "How Math Can Explain the World", "Cosmic Numbers", "The Right Decision"
and "How Math Can Save Your Life".  I’m a fan!  Five stars for this one!!”

The book by James D Stein has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 3 people have provided feedback.
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